7th Grade Reading
2016-2017
Mrs. Stewart
“To be a person is to have a story to tell.”

 —Isak Dinesen

Welcome! I am looking forward to learning with you this year.  In this class we are going to learn by sharing, so get ready to share!  Through reading and writing this year we are going to learn more about ourselves and what it means to be “a person”.      

Course Overview

We are going to have a busy schedule, but if you stay with me this class will be rewarding.  The focal point of our classroom curriculum is the Utah Core reading standards.  We will cover those standards by focusing on becoming more strategic readers.  This class will help you think more about the process of reading and comprehension.  We will be looking at stories in novels, drama, poetry, short stories, and non-fiction.  We will learn strategies for comprehending all those different types of texts.
Grades
Grades will be broken down into the following categories:
· Practice work: (Bell-ringer activities, Daily Homework, participation and in class work) 
20% of grade

· Quizzes: (quizzes/in-class, informal writing)






30% of grade

· Assessments: (tests/major assignments/ essays)





50% of grade
Attendance

Attendance is crucial in this class.  Most of class time will be spent in discussions of text and group work, thus class time is difficult to make up.  You will receive credit for participating in discussions, participating on in-class writing prompts, and for being prepared with homework and assigned reading.  Many of those points are difficult to make up if you are not in class.  If it is necessary to miss class you need to:
· Prearrange with me before the absence if possible to get work you will miss 
· When you return to class pick up anything you missed.
· Any quizzes or tests you miss while you are gone must be made up before or after school
· Unexcused tardiness and excessive absences will be dealt with according to school policy.

Participation

Students will all receive 100 participation points at the beginning of each quarter.  Students can keep those points by being on time, on task, prepared, respectful and completing bell-ringer activities.  Students will lose points if they are not following expectations.  I will update student’s points each week on skyward.  Participation points cannot be made up.  

Materials Needed

· Composition notebook for root word vocabulary

· pens or pencils

· folder for handouts and assignments 

· Silent reading book EVERYDAY
Rules

1. Be respectful

2. Be responsible for yourself

3. Be on time

4. Be on task

5. Be prepared

Consequences for not following rules:

1. Verbal warning

2. Loss of points

3. Seat change

4. Classroom removal

5. Parent contact

6. Administrative removal

Academic and behavioral expectations
 All students are expected to set high standards for themselves; that is, work hard, accept responsibility, treat others well, and strive to become young adults.

OHMS
 All other OHMS policies regarding attendance, tardiness, behavior, and discipline will be enforced.

Videos:

At times, throughout the school year, clips, segments, or full videos will be shown to enhance students’ learning and motivation.  If you have any questions regarding videos, contact me personally.  I will also list all video clips, segments, and movies on my website in the “daily schedule” section.

Core Curriculum:

The state of Utah is in the process of adopting a new Utah core curriculum. I will work to incorporate these standards in the 7th grade English classroom. For those of you who would like to view that document, it can be found on this website: http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/language/grade-9-10/
Contact Information

If you need extra help with anything from class, feel free to come see me before or after school.  I will typically be in my classroom at least a half hour before school begins.  Also, you can email me with questions or concerns any time.

Email:  kimberly.stewart2@jordandistrict.org
Website: stewartlanguagearts.weebly.com

Thank you for your support,
Mrs. Stewart



Signatures (7TH GRADE READING)
Please read this document carefully, then sign and return this final sheet only to class by Friday, August 26.  You will receive 15 points for having it returned on time. By signing this, you acknowledge that you have read and understood this document 

___________________________________________________             ____________
Student’s printed name & student signature                                               Date
___________________________________________________

__________

Parent’s printed name & parent signature




Date

_____________________________________________________________

Parent’s Email Address

____________________________________
Home Phone

_____________________________________

Work phone

Comments? 
